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SERMON = 


| Rou ANS xiv. &, 6. former Part. 


One Man efteemtth one Dey above a | 
other : another efteemeth every Day 
alike. Let every Man be fall per- 
| fwaded in Jes" own Mind. He that 
regardeth the Day, regardeth it uno 

| & Lord; and 2 that regardeth not 

the Day, 7⁰ . Lord be doth not re- 
gard it, 1s 


IN CLINE: givey ou ſome few Thoughts 
pertinent and ſuitable to the Fiftival Seaſon | 
now coming: This I would chooſe and en- 
deavour to do in a Manner that can give no 

juſt — to — ws ne CR 

y Party, who (whatever diſtinguiſhing Names t 3 

bear) muſt be ſenſible of the Vanity of placing Rel 

gion in Forms and Rites of Man's deviſing; and muſt 
acknowledge with Concern, that the Devil is nevet᷑ 


more diligently ſerved than about this Time of the 


Year, even by many who profeſs to remember the 
Incarnation and Birth of that Holy Jeſus, whoſe 
Coming was not to publiſh a Licence * carnal Mer- 
riment, | finful Paſtimes, drunken Frolicks, and ex- 
ceſſive Feaſtings. z but to deſtroy ſuch Works of the 


. and to ſave his People from their Sins. 


4 A Sermon ſuitid to December 25. 


True 


Religion undoubtedly lies in an exact Con- 
fo to the Word of Cad, as what informs Chri- 
| the Truths, and all the Duties, that they 
| ere bound to believe, or required to do. Yet by one 
Ml-eans or another it fo happens ns, that Men of Wiſ. 
dom and Piety may and do as to ſeveral of the 
leſs neceſſary Points of Faith and Practice. If we 
find it ſo in theſe Times of ours, tis the leſs to be 
wondred at, ſinee it was always ſo, even in the Age 
of the Apoſtles, when in the Church of Cłriſt there 
were two contending Parties, Fewifh Chriftians who 
could not be portage to bury Myſes all. ar once, 
but continued tenacious of the Ordinances 
of the Cerewonial Law z andGeatile Comverts-who hav- 
ing never been accuſtomed. to thoſe carnal'Qtdinances 
that were impoſed on the Church, till the Times of 
Neformation, were more eaſily convinced of their 
being made void. by the Sufferings and Death of the 
Maſiab. There being of theſe two Parties in the 
Roman * or among the Believers then at Rome, 
| the A wrote the 14th Chapter on Purpoſe to 
= Ss them, to perſwade them to Love, and 
| - with one another, however their Opinions and 
Practice, in ſome comparatively little 2 might 
| happen to differ. The Diſagreement between them 
22 24 in two Particulars, which the Apt 
| Meats UE em the Law of Moſes. — 
ſons whom the Apoſtle points at under the Character 
of weak in the Faith *, were the Judaizing Chriſtians: 
Them he deſcribes as weak. in the Faith; becauſe tho? 
they were ſound at Heart and meant well, they 
were. over-ſcrupulous, leſs judicious, than ether Chri- 
| Bans, not fo thoroughly inſtructed in the Chriſtian 
Faith, one Article of which was, that Chriſt had 
. alen n happy . from 
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But at theſe honeſt ww ievers did not 


0 well underſtand: However the Apo/l: recommends 
them, as Diſcipks of Chrif; to the Charity and 


of the Church at Rome. Him that is 
——_ "Faith receive you, but not to dub Di 
Admit him to full Communion with you 
a 1 e of Cr, and acknowledge him as 4 
true Believer, notwithſtanding his needleſs Scruples, 
without giving him the Trouble of debating wich im 
ſuch Matters 4s he is in Doubt about, lea nag of | 
convincing him of his Miſtakes, which 17 
find it a hard Matter to do, you do but fo his 
Uneafineſs and Perplerity; wich Chriſtian! 


| ſhould make you unwilling to do. Having thus re- 


commended them, as the minor Part, to the Com- 
munion of the Church at Rome, notwithſtanding the 
Weakneſs of Ju which their Brethren 
be apt to deſpiſe for; he then pr to give 
two Inſtances of that Weakneſs o theirs; their 
ſcrupling to eat of certain Kinds of wholeſome Food, 
which the Moſaic Law forbad to God's People Tfract, 
and a thinking themſelves bound to regard as Holy, 
certain Jewiſh Feſtivals which had indeed been once- 
commanded, by the God of Ifrael, but were how an- 
tde Death of Chriſt, The former of theſe 
the Apoſtle touches, and a little argues upon in ver. 
2, 3, 4. For one, the Gentile Convert, belieyeth, on 
good Grounds, that be may eat all Things, any Thing 
that is eatable and wholeſome, even tho' it was for- 
merly forbidden to the Jews; another, the Jewiſh 
Crack who is weak, over- ſcrupulous, leſs judicious, 
hot throughly acquainted with the Nature and Ex- 
tent of Chriſtian Liberty, eaterb Herbs, which he 
does, leaſt he ſhould be in Danger of ſinning (as 


t:. * 4 


ade 


6 DA Sermon ſuited to December 256, 
he ſuppoſes) in cating either what was rohibited 
the Law, or what is not killed in a — 5 
Leit not him who eateth, deſpiſe him who catetb not, i. e. 
Let not the Gentile Chriſtian, who can and does 
feed upon any Kind of Meats that are good and 
wholeſome, deſpiſe his ſcrupulous Brother who can't 
allow - himſelf in ſuch a Liberty; and let nat bin 
that eateth not, judge, condemn as licentious or one 
who takes an undue. Liberty, hin -who eateth : for 
God hath received bim; both the one and the other 
are admitted by a gracious God to Communion with 
himſelf, neither therefore ſhould. refuſe to maintain 
F ellowſhip with the other, neither ſhould deſpiſe or 
condemn 2 other. Who art'thou ? this the Apoſtle 
directs to each Party, him who was weak and him 
who was ſtrong in the Faith, that judgeft another 
Man's Servant to his own 
falleth, :. yea be ſhall be holden up, for God is able to 
make bin Þ, and. When the Apoſtle had thus ſpoken 
do perſwade their not cenſuring, or deſpiſing each 
| oo for their differing in Judgment and Practice 
| about certain Meats; = then ſtates another Caſe, 
and reaſons with them. thereupon in the Words of 
my Text. One Man ęſteemeth one Day above another; 
another efteemeth every Day alike. Let every Man be 
fully perfwaded in his own Mind. He that regardeth 
the Day, regardeth it to the Lord; and be who. re- 
gardeth not the Day, to the Lord be any 2 
a, e 8 


I. A particular Inſtance of Diſagreement in 
Opinion and Practice, a the true. Believers of 


the Apoſtolick Age. 
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108. A judicious charitable Repreſentation of the 


ſubſtantial Agreement among all oi Chriſtians, for 
the Sake of oh which, they mould not deſpiſe or ſeverely 
cenſure one another, on Account of e 
Differences. ; 


+ The particular Etac of Diſagr cement + anong 


the good People of that Age, which 2 
mentions, was this; One Man nne Day 


above another: another eſteemeth every Day a- 4 


© like. * The former Part of theſe Words refers 
to the Jewiſh Chriſtians, whoſe eſteeming one Day 
above another, ſome underſtand of their abſtaining 


from certain Meats and Drinks, at ſome particular 


Times ; as from Leaven on the Days of the Feaſt 


& unleavened Bread, and from Vine, with other 


Things forbidden, Numb. vi. 2. on the Days, or 


during the Time, of their binding themſelves to the 
Law of the Nazarites, which perhaps was then done 


by ſome J * Chriſtians from a Conſcience of 
Duty, and by the good Apoſtle himſelf, occaſion- 
aly in Compliance with the Infirmities of ſuch whak 
but ſincere Believers, as we find in the“ As of the 
Apoſtles. But I rather join in with the common Inter- 
pretation of this firſt Part of the Text. One Man 
Rermeth one Day above another ; i. e. the Jewiſh 
Convert is ſo weak, as to prefer the Feſtivals ap- 
pointed by the Law of Moſes to other common 
Times. He judges the Inſtitution of them to be yet 
binding, = is for ing them as really holier 
than other Days. He looks upon them as yet ap- 
pointed Times of ſacred Reſt and religious Worſhip, 
ad preſſes the Obſervation of them as ſuch ; while 
anther, the Gentile Convert, efteemeth every Day alike ; 
He pays no Regard to the Diſtinction n of Days pre- 
frided in and by the Moſaic Law, which he knows 


? Chap. xviii, . g a 225 


890 


| if A Sermon ſuited to December 25. ; 
be now aboliſhed : He can labour and take the 
iberty on the Jewiſh Sabbath, New-Moong, 
— 1 Ha- Days formerly preſcribed, as on any 
other common Days, But 
Let not this Part of the Text be miſtaken. The 
Lord's Day or the firſt Day of the Week muſt be 
here excepted. It could not * the Apoſtle's Mean. 
ing, that the Gentile Convert had no particular Re- 
for this Chriſtian weekly Sabbath : For as our 
a roſe rom the 3 I Day, Brim after his 
Reſurrection inguiſhed it 1 A 
ances thereon to his aſſembled Dfeiples, an * 
this Day the Holy Ghoft deſcended in the Manner 
ET As ii. 1, 2, 3. ſo an Account is given 
ious Obſeryation of this Day by the Pri. 
Practice, as tole- | 
les, is 2 5 


'r Wa Ogom K 


mitive Chriſtians, whoſe 
rated and joined in by the A 
and a plain, * of, a Divine Inſtitution. 
read As xx. gon the Job Day of the With 
when the Diſci ap came together to break Bread, (ot 
to gs url of the Lord's-Supper, which in the pri- 
mimte Age always made a Part of the Lord's Day 
Service, and perhaps was not uſually celebrated on 
ped. 5 Day among the Gentile Believers) Paul 
bed unto b 5 . . . of e * 
the e ay (referring perhaps to a Pro 

Day the ch 11 F ed kr of this Da 5 and 
ſays, © We celebrate the eighth Day with Glainefs 
115 nother of them calls it the « chief of Days and 
the true Reſt of Chriſtians, * The Name which 
they commonly diſtinguiſhed a was the Lord's 
Day, tho when they ſpake Heathens, for 
making them ſenſible what Day Ms intended, oy 

called it Sunday, or ſpoke of it as the Day called 
Sunday. Oy giving an Account of the 


» Barnabas, + Chap. xiii. 2 | Chinn! ge-. 
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Middle of the IId Century) by all Criſtian, ayes 
) ians, 

On the Day called, the Day of the Sun, all of 
© us, both in Tema! Councry, meet together, 
c. This antient Practice of ſanctifying the 
firſt Day of the Week was not an human neg 
or founded on meer Eccleſiaſtical Authority, but 

was an Ordinance of Chriſt himſelf immediately 
or by his Apoftles, as appears from what has been 
quoted out of the AA of tbe Apoſtles ; from the 
Direction given by the Apoſtle Paul, in 1 Cor. xvi. 
I, 2, 3. and from the diſtinguiſhing Name given 
it by the Apoſtle Jobn who ſpeaks of it, as the 
Day in which he was favoured with Viſions of 
Chriſt, under the Character of the Lord's Day. 
I was in the Spirit on the Lord's Dy. The 


Meaning of the Text therefore was not, that the 


Gentile Convert made no Difference between com- 
mon Days, and this Day of the Son of Man: 
but only that in Oppoſition to his Jewiſh Bre- 
thren he no Regard to the Feſtivals of the 
Moſaic Law, while all Chriſtians without Ex- 
tion were religious Obſervers of the firſt Day 
of the Week, in Remembrance of their Lord's 
riſing from the Dead, and reſting from the Work 
of Redemption on that Day. Some of the An- 
tients thought that + on this Day of the Week 
Chriſt was born, on this Day he was circumciſed, 
on this Day he was ba ptized, on this Day the Star 
appeared to the Wiſe Men, (to which ſome learned 
Moderns N leaſed to add, that on this Day God 


»» Rev. . 
US 1 7 8 e firſt Particular dae are fol- 
faſteient Grounds for it. © I ME EE. 


=. 1 


cah ; on this Day Noah reſted in te 
Ark, and afterward Gicificd to. Gn en thi 4 


4 
97 


To A'Sermon fuited i December 23. 
Day God revealed himſelf to Abraham, und in one 
Word that || this was the Primitive and Ante- Mo- 
faical Sabbath) but as all theſe Things are unter- 
tain, ſome of them eſpecially, fo the Obligation 


that lies on Chriſtians to obſerve this firſt Bay as 


the weekly Sabbath, from the Time of our Lord's 
riſing again, is founded not in any of the Things 
mentioned, but in bis Authority and Command, 
atteſted by primitive apoſtolical Practice, whoſe 
Name it bears. But to go on with the Text,— ' 
_ 2dly, The Apoſtle gives this Word of Exhor- 
tation to the two contending Parties he is at pre- 
ſent concerned with, and endeavouring to reconcile, 
Let every Man be fully perſtwaded in his own Mind, 
i. e. 1. Let every one, of each Party, enjoy his 
own Opinion, and content himſelf with practiſin 
accordingly, without taking upon him to defpite 
or condemn thoſe ſincere Chriſtians © who don't 
fee with his Eyes, and ſcruple prackiſing as he 
2. Let every one ſee to it, that he ſeriouſly 
examines the Grounds of his own Practice, that 
he impartially and carefully enquires what his 
Duty is to this and other Matters, wherein he 


Aker from his Chriſtiam Byethten; ati" et im 


not perſiſt in any Opinion or Way, which, upos 
the any Examinarich he is capable of, tes or 
ppear agreeable to the Mind and Will of Chrif. 
The wiſeſt and bo mat aan but ir y 
wiſe and good in this prefent State. They are not 
vithout Saft humbling Senſe of the Darkneſs 
that yet hangs on their Minds, and the ſinful 
Corruption that yet cleaves to their Wills and 


I This was not the Opinion of Tafis Marr he ni; , 
put of 1 as I underſtand th Words, 7» 4208. 
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A Sermon Julted to December. 25. 1 
Aſſections. There are none therefore? who, be 


their Learning and Piety ever ſo conſiderable, are 


not at preſent liable to various Miſtakes, parti- 
cularly in Regard to the Non- Fundamentals of 
Religion. A ſenſe of this ſhould make everꝝ one 
ſome chat diffident-' of his own Judgment, and 
. 
t 4 upon, 
(however miſtaken) he may have this to plead, 
that whatever his Infirmities and [Miſtakes are, 
he ſineerely endeavours kao the whols af do 
Duty, and would. not williogly affend God, ar 
grieve his Chriſtian Brethren. "Lt ee * | 
9 n \# 
It is remarkable, (i.) That a Ae Gece ; 
not require either of the Parties to yield to the 


other, while they were unconvinced and unſatiſ- 


fed ãn their own Minds. None are obliged: for 
the Sake of Peace and t with Fellow- 
Chriſtiane, to do or omit that which they ara not 
perſwaded of the Lawfulneſs of doing or omitting. 
(2.) Thal the 4pofie was a Miniſter of prime 


Rank in the Church of Chriſt, and. could trul 
5 the Infallibility which the old Fellow at 
ond 


— — 2 —— 
ert his Apo Authority, as to require 
Submiſſian to his Neterminations in the preſent 
Diſputes: between them. (3.) Tho he knew thut 
the Jewiſh Convert were miſtaken, he did not 
olly — * — = 
2 Or m t, 
like a true Servant of Chriſt, and one who had 
obtained Mercy of the Loed to be faithful, he 
could have Compaſſion: on the © Ignorant and on 
them ho were out of the Way. (40 Tho? the 
Principle on vhieh the Gentile Convert x ed 
vas by the Apoſtle known and acknowledged to 
. he however} to teach all Perſons an 
1 n | 


* 


12 4 Sermon ſuited to December 2 f. 
humble Diſtruſt of themſelves, recommends even 
to them a ſerious Review of their Principles, and 
Conduct. Let ever 


| Man (the Gentile as well as 
the Jewiſh Chriſtian) be fully ſatisfied in bis ou 
Mind. 1 which he adds, 

zZaly, A judicious charitable Repreſennrion of 
the ſubſtantial A t — fincere Chri- 


Sabbath une of the Tops Het 


| any . If 
Day in Idleneſs ; or in extravagant 
ing; 3 y table Converſation ; 
Kind and Paſtimes ; or in a bare formal 

y lis + on ſome religious Exerciſes, with 2 

Diſpoſedneſs E 

ſportful Doings ; or in Thing unbecoming 
| of a Day of Gad; in ſuch: it is not 
1 0 the Lord But n ; of all this could be 
charged on the ſincere 9 


Dr 


1 ecember” 25. 13 
krved the Day, fi, 55 rofeſſed a rel 
Regard to, as an Holy becauſe CO 
believed it was made Holy God ; and he di | 
it with a Concern to pleaſe and ſerve him. © He 


did not, bot, al intl to ſpend it 140% 
or not, Gel ior riotoufly, or ing or in; "any 
r Manner, hut ſet himſelf to perform the 

Services'of the Day devoted to Cod, out of 


Love to Bim, and with an Aim at & Glory. He 


his Gentile Brethren as deſirous 40 offend them, 
but as one whoſe great Concern 1t was not to 
offend God. Whatever his Weakneſs and Miſtakes 
were, the Apoſtle was perſwaded, and to his Ho- 
nour acknowledges, that his e 
God, and that he acted as a ſincere upright Be- 
aid Naß. B. e 1 
- W en were wm in 
ality, Days of God. CY 
2. On the other Hand, be that regardeth nat 
the Day, unto the. Lord be regardeth it not. The 
Gentile Convert tho” he ſaw no Reaſon to coniply 
with his Jewiſh Brethren in their Conformi 
the Law of 2205 e her ee Fr 
in the Main, r he acted from e ſam 
Principle, and for the ſame good End mien. them. 
Sincerity is that which eg y diſtin. - 
guiſnes the true Chriſtian, in ' „ from all 
others. Tho“ tis not the A eee for which 
he is with God to eternal Life, it how - 
ever makes him conſiderably to differ, « himſelf, 
mal from what he was before Converſion, an d from all 
h 2 © unſound Profeſſors. Now what is this Godly in- 
cerity, and how may we know whether we our 
ſelves are fincere towards God? There is what we 
may call a Natural, and what the Scri terms 
a Godly Sincerity. The Former, which many ig- 
wrantly truſt to, is an acting according hs. | 
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nt Light (as Faul the Phariſee did“ nile ; 
5 of the Faith, and Diſciples yh 5 
an acting agreeably to the preſent fixed Pe 
of our Minds, but without. a 2 Aer 
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| 1 
zwe Maſter, dans Ifted from the Tame Princi 
28 DD ne Sieh Ft 
ame ying o 
in cb Word aid an enjoying him for ever in 
che next. While (as a * pious learned Writer of 
the laſt Age expreſſed it) the Epicurean would, 
fru Carne, enjoy ſenſual Gratifications, and the 
proud Szoic would, frui Mente, the ſincere Chri« 
ſtian 8 52 0. glorify and enjoy his 

ill he AR to a 

nc liance with; Love to him 11 
vernin Principle of his Conduct; for ; his Sake 
he would ſhun and abhor every ſinful * 
ind every vain Thought that he finds riſing wi 
in himſc a3 in Bin 7 With whom is the Fountain of 
Life, and in whoſe Preſence a fulneſs of Joy is | 
attainable, the Defires and Hopes of his immore 
ul Soul terminate and .— _ - 3 

Having thus gone thro? the ſeveral Parts of the 
Text, I would i in 4 few Words PP them to the 
preſent innen 

1. Such an Inſtance of ment as was 
found among the good Penne at Rome in the 
. Time, is found at this Day among our 

For among Proteſtants in this Nation, to 

9 no farther, , One Man efteemeth one Day, (the 
25th of December in particular) | above another ; 
while otbers (more careful to. adhere ſolely to the 
Word of God, and better informed as to the Na- 
ture and Extent of Chriſtian Liberty) fem every 
Day alike, the Lord's Day alone 

2. To theſe different Parties of prof, efling Chri- 
ſans, the ſame Advice is given which the 
give to thoſe in Primitive Roman Church. 
dery Man of them be fully perſwaded in mens 
Mind; Let him enjoy his ain 


2 Tame Tebis, Ef 
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16 A e Dechnber-25. | 
clining to i it on others: Let him make 
Conſcience of what he does, let him examine 
the Grounds on which he goes, and perſiſt in no- 
thing which, on a ſerious im ination, 
as in the Sight of God, does not to him 
agreeable to the Mind and Will of . 
3. The ſerious upright Chriſtian who. regards 
or diſregards the Day, commonly obſerved in 
Remembrance of che Birth of Chr:#, he 
or it not, unto the Lord. One of them 
muſt be miſtaken, but both ſincere towards God 
and accepted with him. 1 
The Ward of God no where jres, 
or * a religious Regard to the Day 7 
at, or any otber Day, as a Memorial of our Lord 
| Nativity ; from whence we think it reaſonable to 
infer, that none are obliged to obſerve ſuch 2 
Day 3 unleſs it can be proved, en </er 


Bot is wiv hs caby y Rae of ige, Work 
4 that the profeſſing People of 
ractiſe, in Honour of - Chriſt and Oren 
8 im, what he, no where and, no ways 
of them. If the Scripture any where | 
this Purpoſe, Chrift will have his Birth- 55 
or ſome one Day ought to be obſerved in Re- 
membrance of his Nativity in , as well 
as of his riſing from the let the Place be 
produced: We can't diſcover it: To us the Word 
of God appears implicitly to forbid this Practice 
inſtead of the contrary ; ſince the fourth Cam- 
mandment, which, as a Part of the Moral Lav 


xl og Boos binding and obligatory, command 
People 6 to 47 one Day in 
ix Day 


A T . ES E.S Þ Moog tp —— 


Fed, f adds, ſhalt thou labour a to 
do all thy Wark, 2 . I Chrilt had ee Tat 
a religious wr any one Day, b aff 
the Lord's Day, to the paſte R — 
of his 


his Birth, „ . 


18 A Sermon ſuited to December 25. 
1 the J ews aforementioned; and partly from this, 
! "het the” Dey of tis Birth muſt have been at the 
| fame Time of the Year with his Baptiſm,” and 
| entring on his publick Miniſtry; becauſe ir 
| he was thirty Years of Age, conſequently as his 
. publick Miniſtry (at his Entrance on which, be 
| Pas thirty Years old) laſted three Years and a 
| Half, and he ſuffered Death in the Month of 
| of March or about the beginning of April, his 
Birth 1 4 be about the Cloſe of September or the 
of October, when was the F eaſt 5 
= wry. ih A preſent learned Conformiſt de 
| poſitively 7 Chriſt's Birth being on the 
WH of the Month 75/5, or the iſt Day of 
be on 15 Dop of Tabernacles, which then fell out on 


been many others, whoſe 1 rendet it 
1 Wed may r bable than his bei born on or 
{ about Decem. 25. tho' after — tis ſomewhat un- 
5 certain, Providence having t fit to conceal 
the true Day, even from t g cartckt: Times, (as i 
formerly concealed the 7 4 of the Burial af 
Moſes) for preventing, ying check to, "the 
Superſtition ilch our dere would over 
ſpread the Chriſtian World. 
The Primitive Church © *. a Stranger to ay 
Faß of our Lord's Nativity. As the 
' is filent about it, ſo are the Chriſtian Writers df 
the three firſt Centuries. The earlieſt, „ and 
beft Times of the Church of Chriſt ack owledge 
it not. Why then ſhould modern Chriſtians, par- 
ticularly they vhs lead for what is antient as wel 
hat is {cri „ pay any R to ſuch a 
4 Day? a Oripew's Days er and Whit- 
funday, as well as the Jewiſh Sabbath, were obſeryed, 
but 83 of the Birth of Chriſt. . 
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Superſtitions got the Start of th, which was 


owing to their Ignorance of the Day on which 
Chrift was born. From the Difference of Opi- 
nions or conjectures in the three firſt: Ages about 
the Day of our I. ord's Birth, ſeveral of the Learned 
have thought it a juſt Inference, that in thoſe early 
Times no Feſtival at. all was obſerved as a Memo- 
rial of that d Event. And as 10 the Day kept 
at preſent it in the Weſtern Church, not 
till ſome Time in the IVth Century, and in the 
Eaſtern Parts not before the Beginning of the 
Vth. What brought this Day into Uſe was 
probably an Inclination in Chriſtians, now ad- 
vancing apace towards Popery, to the 
Heathen ' Bacchanalia, or Saturnalia, (a drunken 
Feſtival of the Heathens obſerved towards the 
Cloſe of December) for a merry jovial Feſtival in 
Honour of the Birth of our Lord. Let, 
It cannot be ' proved that amy Church or human 


Authority is warranted. to preſcribe or | impoſe ſuch - 


4 fiated Holy-Day. God himſelf, who is the ſole 
Sanctifier of Men, oughtto be acknowledged as the 
only rightful Sanctii ays. . If the Church may 
make Holy-Days why might it not make S 

too ? If any Men whatever may take away that Part 
of the fourth Command of the Moral Law, Six 
Days ſhalt thou labour and do all thy Work, why 
may they not likewiſe: except againſt that other 
Part, Remember the Sabbath Day to keep: it haly ? 
If any have Authority to add to the Number of 
Holy-Days appointed by Chriſt, why may they 
not diſpenſe with the Day appointed by him, 
who allowed not his very Apoſtles to add to his 
Inſtitutions, and by his Spirit in them allowed 
and commanded all his People, to yield to no 
human Claims of Authority in Matters of Religion 
and Worſhip, and to Hand faſt in the Liberty, 
from antient legal Ceremonies and human Im- 
4 C2 | poſitions 


20 4 ner e 85 


— mip "FR For, 1 15 
Xeaiber ties ran be. pleaded for 


human Origital, fuch as is the Feaſt of Chriſt 
Nativity, ha 1was pleadable in the 
„ wr gre iy mere 


5 
by the Holy 
Jewiſh Sabbath, New-Moons, and 
other Feſtivals pointed at in the Text, were ori- 
 ginally Days of God. Tet none, when the 
Apoſtle wrote, were under any Obligation any 
longer to regard them as ſuch. Now would che 
fole Lawgiver of his Church, take off from the 

| Necks of his Diſciples an heavy Yoke laid on 
| them formerly by God himſelf, co make Way for 
weak ſuperſtitious Men to i another, and 
ſuch an one as is from Antichrift rather than God. 
Since tis one Part of the Character given of the 
 Romiſh Antichriſt that he would change Time: 
S Shear e en Four 
elt Days and Law of bis own, in 
or Conjunction with Chriſt's. I can't | 
ſcribing here a notable Paſſage of old Tullius, 
= qr — „ organ 


forced in Honour of 'Mars, fall we | 
Heathen Ft ivals, I ending of New 1 
gaming and fai ofier de, Manner. 0 L. 
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t obſerve "the Lord's Day 


he allow zh 


ile he denied the Obligation of all the 


If Chriſtians. 
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another ? If Chrif is our ſole 


2 


kneel. on this 


is 2 reg 2ll that. Day. from fuch worldy Emplgy 


privatt Exerciſes of Gad's Wor "hy 2 2 
c J 
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1, Let all profeſſing Chriſtians pay a very ſtric 
ee Regard to the Lord's _— This. 
indeed 45 the Day which the Lord hath made, We 
the Servants of Chriſt ill be glad and rejoice-in 
it . Not that the Lord's Day is, to — 
perly, a Feſtival. For on the Feſtival 
pointed by God. his People were not to + Kaff dor or 

n, which, Things as they were not unlawful on 


mour 
che weekly Sabbath of the Jcuu, ſo / none can prove 


them 317 ſo ot the Lord's, Day. The antient 
Chriſtians i indeed Grup either to faſt or to 
Cbriſt. 1 it to be of 
e. we of a Rina, and WMagining that a 
ecling Poſture. was not ſuitable to a Day cele- 
ed in Re of their Lord's riſi 
{rom rom the Dead. Without giving into ſuch 1 rug 
els Scruples, let us, as 2 devoteck to the 
Honour of Chriſt; obſerve the holy Dax made fy 
iet in in ſuch a Manner as is agree 
in the of which take a ſhort ſummary Account 
> Words of our Catechiſm. © The Sabbath, 
Day, is lobe ſantFified* ;, how? by an 


Recreations, as; are lawful 045 all 7 
= and . ſpending the - . hole: F Time in publick. 


as: 0 of ay 9 Works e 
w we are L we are th 
blameable if we don't, as Ne Bos of Gd 


nities, and gp 


by Chriſt 52 — 8 th 
ſet apart from all other Days, 


Man ns of Chrift to ſerious; ſtrict, con- 
ſcientious — 1 chis _ os . 5 


1 Pal. exviii. 12 4 Ay vai as 10. 


*. 


0 5 not ſeru oy tel, o | 
this Day of Chrift, or to call it 
bath. (as the Antients Kid) dr ua 5 
bind our felyes,” in Regard to kim whoſe Day it 
is, not tb think our own Thoughts, r ſpite he 
own Words, or dd our own Ways; not to allow | 
our ſelves in needleſs civil Viſits, ar unneteſfary 
Journeyings, or any Manner of Recreations on 
this holy ay ; but to obſerve it in the holy 
Manner Afarerchtfoged, which to do is to'regat 
it unto the Lord.” Read and ponder at your Lei- 
ſure that of the Prophet Tſaiah, Chip. lviti. 133 14, 
2. If any will rene the Feaſt of our 8 
Nativity or any other Day, ler ' him regard il unto 
the Lord. Twould be well if what the Apoſtle 
S fays in the Text of the Jewiſh Convert, could be 
applied to all who cry up an Obſervation of what 
they call Chriſtmas-Day. But tis to be feared the 
moſt have no Claim to ſuch an honourable Ac- 
knowledgment as this. He that regardeth the Day, 
regardeth it to the Lord. In how trifling a Man- 
ner, not to ſay worſe, is both the Lord's Day, 
and this Holy-Day of Man's making obſerved by 
the Generality ! Rey or "bn make = 2 of either. 


0 
2 


Snare 


Some devoutly „but don't. i 
reli lp fly oa Aur, e e, 7: Da in that they 
partake of the ent and refrain from 


Diverſions, rather or more on the one 
re the other. In what Way ſoever they regard 
the Day, 'tis not for us to ſlight or cenſure them, 
Provided they can ſincerely profeſs that having 
conſidered the Matter as ſeriouſly and carefully 
u they can, an Obſeryation of Chriſtmas-Day 
i keep to them to be their Duty, and they de- 

it not as an idle Day but an holy 
Day; to liens it in a ſerious religious Way, 


. 


dy coming into the World; which was not 
to 


wreeably to the merciful and holy Deſign of 5 


= 7 c fo Ac ln 3 of i & 41 Hf 

15 38-4: 
b . | | Þu 
Fe 


2 
12 * 


far 
de 


T 
115 


W 


5 


pportunity 
3 what ma 
religious 
now. 
Thing 

Chriſtmas- 


Day 


lating to the moſt glorious Work -of 


expedient 


and 


all, on the 
devoted particularly thereto by 


ful 
an any Day of the Year 


3612 


To bear a Serum on what they call Chriſtmas 
, when there is Leiſure and O 


I 
e 

347% 

F 421124432115 


_ * 4 FY 

: — waa — cnet ans 3 
. d F ; — f 5 | a f akin 

oe -4 * 2 2 4 an N r . — e 


Er AEF BEEg=taniefnss FFII 


A Sermon fire | 4 to Decem ber 25. 25 | 


preach and hear on the 25th of December, nor 
falling out on the Lord's-Day, or can do fo, be- 
cauſe it is a Time of Leiſure, and beeauſe ſuch 
religious Exerciſes when Opportunity ſerves are 


proper on any Day: We do or ſhould do a great 


deal more in a religious Way, on each returning 
Sabbath, as apprehending it a Day ſanctified by 


God himſelf, the varipus Duties of Which ſhould 


be not a Burden but a Pleaſure, as undoubtedly 
they are to all who love Chriſt in Sincerity, and 
hope to keep an everlaſting Sabbath with him in 
his Father's Houſe, What we do on the Lord's- 


Day, and what we refuſe to do, agreeably to” the 


Practice of others, on Holy-Days appointed by 
Man, in Honour and Remembrance of. Chriſt, 


let us do the one, and omit the other unto the 


Lord, according to the Account given by the 
Apoſtle Paul of the Gentile Converts in the Text, 
whom he commends in that they regarded not 
the old Jewiſh Feſtivals, becauſe they had Reaſon 
to believe a religious Regard to them was n 


required by the great Lawgiver of his Church. 


He that regardeth not the Day, to the Lord be 
regardeth it not. ”X 6-3 — 
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SERMON II. 


W. 17; 


If any Man be in Chriſt, be is a 


New Creature. 


O W that a kind Providence has 
brought us near to the Beginning 
of a new Year, I would take Oc- 
caſion to remind you of the abſo- 
lute Neceſſity. of being New Crea- 
tures, of putting off the old Man which is corrupt 
according to the deceitful Luſts, and putting on 
the new Man, which after God is created in 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs : I would tir 
| you up to this as a Matter of the utmoſt Con- 
cernment, and put you on ſeriouſly communing 
with your ſelves in the following Manner. What 
have I done for God and my precious Soul through- 
out my paſt Years? what is the preſent State of 
my never-dying Soul? If Death ſhould be forth- 
with ſent to arreſt me, what would become of me 
for ever? Am I in Chrift and ſafe fox Eternity or 

0 in him the 
only Saviour, I am a new Creature; the o_ 
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of God has greatly altered me for the better from 
what I was once; for the Apofle has ſaid in ſo 
many Words. If any Man is in Chriſt, be is a 
New Creature, which every one who profeſles to 
be a Chriſtian ought to be, becauſe all the Re- 
deemed of the Lord are obliged and perſwaded 
to live, not unto themſelves but unto him (which 
is hinted in the Particle, herefore, that uſhers in 
the Text) and becauſe the old Legal Diſpenſation 
is aboliſhed, to make Way for a new and more 
glorious State of the Goſpel-Church, which I 
take to be the Meanin ning of the Words next fol- 
lowing the Text. Things are Paſſed away, 
bebold all Things are become new. 
a The Doctrine of the Text is this. If amy Man 
is in Chriſt, or intereſted in him, be is ſo far 
changed from what he was as a Deſcendant of the 
firſt Adam, and in his paſt unconverted State, as that 
he may with Pro op be called à new Creature. 
I propoſe to ſhow for explaining and i improv- 
ing the Text and Doctrine, | 


I. What it is for a Perſon to be in Chriſt ? 


II. How far is ſuch an one altered for the 
better. or in hat Senſe is he a New Creature? 


III. From” ance: ariſes the inſeparable Con- 
nexion between theſe apy a Being in * and 
a being 4 Neu Creature ? 


1. What i is it for a Perſon to be in Crip: ? This 
is a frequent Scripture-Phraſe, and therefore de- 
ſerves to be explained. It imports, without Doubt, 
ſome very near Relation to Chriſt, and ſome ſpe- 
cial Concern with him. To be in Chrif is to be 

2 living Member of the Body, of which Chriſt 


2 — 
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is the Head: It is to be ſo united and related to 
Chriſt as to be intereſted in all the Benefits pur- 

chaſed by his Death, and promiſed in his Cove- 
nant. There is one Place that ſeems to diſtinguiſh 
a twofold being in Chriſt, a being related to him 
by an outward viſible Profeſſion, and a being ſo 
united and joined to him as to be ſaved by him. 
® Every Branch in me that beareth not Bui, he, 
the Father, taketh away; and every Branch that 
beareth Fruit, he purgeth that it may bring ferth 


more Fruit, The be] in Chrift that bear no 


good Fruit are they who, tho* Members of the 

viſible Church, and ſo externally related to Chriſt, 
are not living Members of his myſtical Body, 
and therefore not ſavingly intereſted in him ; for 
the Scripture ſpeaks of theſe two Things as diſtin& 
and yet inſeparable ; a being zn Chriſt and a 
ſaving Intereh i in bim; Union with Chriſt and 
Communion with him; an having the Son of 
God, and an having eternal Life in him or with 
him. Of him, God: are ye in'Chriſt Feſus, who 
of God is mage unto us, Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, 


San#ification and Redemption T. Gad hath given 


unto us eternal Life, and this Life is in bis Son. 
He that hath the Son hath Life, aud he who huth 
not the Son of God hath not Life t. Bleſſed be ihe 
God and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who hath 
Bleſſed us. with 2 ſpiritual Blaſings in beavenly 

Places in Cbriſt l. With which and ſuch like New 
Teſtament Paſſages I would add two from the Old 
Teſtament, which I greatly prize, as confirming 
to me the ſupreme Godhead of my deareſt Lord, 
and the bleſſed Influence of every true Chriftian's 
Relation to him, Hrael foal be ſaved, in tht 


P Tobn % 11 Cor. i. 30. 1 John v. 11, 22. | 


| Ephef. i. 3. 
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Lord with an cuerlaſting Salvation. In ie Lord 
hat! all the Seed of Naa be juflifed and ſha 
zlory *. Some Divines have from theſe Scriptures - 
compared with others diftinguiſhed a twofold Re- 
lation to or Union with Chrift, a Federal and a 
Vital Union, which latter is likewiſe called a 
RC a Conjugal, a Myſtical Union” 
There is a Fæderal Relation between Chris; 
1 ſbem wubo are his. Chriſt is the Feederal 
Head of his Body the Church, As God when he 
created Man at firſt entered into a Covenant of 
Life with him, not only for himſelf but for alt 
that were in a natural Way to defcend from, him, 
promiſing eternal Life, or threatning Death, in Caſe 
of his continuing to obey, or preſuming to tranſ- 


ereſs, the Law he was under, (which I have lately 


proved in the Hearing of moſt of you from ſe- 
veral tures and Arguments not, I imagine, 
eaſily anſwerable) ſo God the Father has entered 
into a Covenant of Life with his own Son as a 
publick Perſon, and with all his ele& People in 
him. Antecedently to the | Incarnation, to the 
Fall of Alam, and to the Creation of this World 
of ours, there was' an implicit Agreement be- 
tween God the Father and Son to this Purpoſe. If, 
laid God the Father, (in the foreviews of the Fall, 
and in Conſequence of his having determined to 
bring a Number of Mankind to Glory) you, my 
Son, will take upon you their Nature, and ſuffer 
what their Iniquities will deſerve in their 

vill accept that Satisfaction for them, and they, 
in Conſideration of that, ſhall be forgiven, and ad- 
mitted to live with us in everlaſting Bleffedneſs. 
This the Son of God gladly conſented to, and upon 
this Agreement between them, there enſues in the 
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Mind and Will of God a kind of Union betwixt 
him and his: He is with Reſpect to them a federal 
Head, and sbey the People whom he has under- 
taken for: He their great Repreſentative, and 
tbey the Peo _ repreſented by him before God, 
For this Reaſon we read of Chrit as the ſecond 


Adam (he is the ſecond in Order of Manifeſtation, 


tho” prior in Regard to his eternal Exiſtence in 
and with the Father, and in Regard to his cove- 
nanting or agreeing with him) and we read of 
Grace being given to us in Chriſt Jeſus, and Eier- 


wal Life being promiſed by God the Father to him 


| or all his, before the World began *. 


2. There is a Vital, or Spiritual, or Conjugal, 
or * Union conſequent on the former. Di. 
vines term it a Vital Union agreeably to what 


we find, Jobn xv. 3, 4. 1 Jobs v. 12. becauſe | 


all who belong to Chriſt * — Life, Fruitfulneſs, 
perſevering Obedience, and everlaſting Salvation 
from their Relation to him as an Head. Tis 
called like wiſe, a Spiritual Union for three Rea- 
ſons as I ſuppoſe, (1.) Becauſe *tis of a different 
Nature not only from corporeal Unions, but the 
Union of Soul Bl Body, with every other Union 
and Relation belonging to this World: of ours. 
(2.) Becauſe the Spirit of Chriſt dwelling in Be- 
| Levers is the Bond of this Union. If any Man 


have not the Spirit of Chriſt he is none of bis +. 


(3. Becauſe be who is joined to the Lord is one 

Spirit j. Again, Tis repreſented as a Conjug! 
nion, becauſe the very near and endearing Re- 

lation of an Huſband and Wife to each other, 1s 


in ſome Reſpects more ſimilar to this Relation 


between Chriſt and Believers, than any other 


* 
„2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. i. 2. 
+ Rom. viii. 9. j 1 Cor. vi.-17. 


earthly. 
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earthly Relation is; for as an Huſband and Wiſe 
are moſt near by Virtue of a mutual Conſent, 
and owe in Conſequence of that a ſin Love 
to one another, ſo Chriſt and his therefore have a 
ſpecial Propriety in each other, becauſe he has 
conſented to take them, and they, by the ſecret 
effectual Influence of his Spirit on their Hearts 
together with the Word, are perſwaded, to 
him, to receive him in all his Offices, to conſent 
to his Teachings and Government, as well as a 
being ſaved from the Wrath to.come. T2 
Laſtly, *Tis called, a Myſtical Union. This 
Name of it is taken from that of the Apoſtle. 
This is a great Myſtery * which is ſpoken, not of 
Marriage (as the Papiſts would have it, taking 


8 Occaſion from thence to. reckon Matrimony one 


of their ſeven Sacraments) but of the Relation 
between Chriſt and Believers, of which the Ori- 
ginal Relation between Adam and Eve, when 
brought together and given to each other by 
God himſelf, with the Conſent of both Parties, 

was a Type and Figure. Since natural Reaſon 


could never have found out this Union between 


Chriſt and his Church; ſince whatever the _—_— 
tells us of it we have as yet but very imperfect 
Ideas of it; ſince it is in ſome Meaſure ſimilar - 
and analogous to the perſonal Union of the two 

Natures in Chriſt, and the divine eſſential Union of 
the ſacred THR IE, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 

tho* greatly different from them too; on theſe 
Accounts *tis ſpoken of as a great Myſtery, and 


called the Myſtical Union. However we who 


delong to Chriſt may hope for a clearer and fuller 
Underſtanding of it hereafter, Chrift having given 
this Promiſe. + At that Day ye ſhall know that T - 


* Epheſ. v. 32, f Jobn xiv. 20. 
am 
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What we know but-darkly at preſent as to the 
erſonal Glory of Chriſt, with the Relation and 
ellowſhip between him and his Saints, we. ſhall 
| ſee more clearly in a future Life. If now, having 
ſeen and felt our ſinful wretched; State without 
_ Chriſt, we can underſtandingly and deliberately 

— jg} tis our great Concern to win Chrif 

and be found in him, that we deſire above all 
Things to know him, to love him, to ſerve him 
better than we have ever yet done, and to 
an Eternity in a near Relation to, and Fellow- 
lowſhip with, him and his Saints; if ſo, we may 
humbly hope that we are in Chriſt and New 
Cc This may lead us to the ſecond 


Fs 


II. What is it io be a New Creature? Now as 
being. in Chriſt imports ſome very near Relation 
ts him, ſo 10 be a New Creature, which the Apoſtle 
mentions as inſeparable from the other; it un- 
doubtedly implies ſome very conſiderable Change 
for the better, and that not a Change of State, 
which Juſtification makes, but a Change of Na- 
ture, a Renovation of the whole Man, which 
how great it is not, and how conſideaable it 
really is, may ſomewhat appear from the follow- 
ing ſhort Hints. T4 

1. To be @ New Creature, as one is who 
is in Chriſt, is not to be ſo thoroughly pure in Hear! 
and boly in Life, as the Law of God requires ever) 


one to be, For God's Holy Law demands a ſpot. 
leſs Purity of Heart, and a ſinleſs Perfection of 


Obedience from the reaſonable Creature, which 

none ſince the Fall can in this Life arrive at. 
The Law is ſpiritual e, but the perfecteſt Chriſtian 
| © Ram, vii. 14: | 


* 


e eee ny 
"EY iſon of the” Demands er the Law. 
carnal, and feels himſelf ſo to be: ſo that the 
— Xl a good. Nap, while in this 
World, does not lie in a compleat finleſs Confor- 
mity to the moſt holy ſpiritual Law of God, 
but rather in a Principle of Love to God root- 
ed in his Nature, which gives him an humbling 
Senſe of che fel Corruption yet yet cleaving to 
him, with an Concern for it, and Ab. 
horrence of it, as - eontrary to the Law of God, 
and earneſt Deſires of being at Length 07 
anally releaſed from it. 


2. To be s New Creature, is wot 10 be fo per. 
ian 1 


feftly* renewed as every true Chriſtian 
fires to be, and hopes to be bereafier. The Fleſh 
luſteth againſt the Spirit, and the Spirit TT 
the F leſh * , and theſe two Principles are 
polite, in the Nature and Workings of wenn, 
each other, that none, not the belt. Chriſtians, 
can do the Things that they would. They find 
| themſelves unable to love and ſerve their God 
as they would do. Each of them might ſay, 
with he Apoſtle who ſpake theſe Words when 
already renewed, I know that in me, that is in 
my Fl:ſb, in me ſo far Re re cs 
there dwelleth no E, (not that Goodheſs. 
which God's holy Law 3 but for io will 
is preſent with me, I have a Will anſwerable to 
all the Commands of the Law, Jer bow to IG 8 
or th hly do that wbich is good in the Eye 
of God's holy perfect Law, I. nd not , i. e. 1 
find my ſelf, notwithſtanding the ſtrong Incli- 
nation chat is in me, to be as good and holy and 
obedient as the Law requires, unable to reach 
** which humble ingennous Profeſſion of o 


g 0 * + Ram, vi 18.) 2 
. 


— 


K rr S 


0 
* 


SSR BSAGAKATSRESETIoTE III Seu SS; FTE 


— 0 15 5 


Darkneſs' and Imperſection will not ? 
Now is not this a very dag 
s Perſon is as a Child N 
wad, 2s e dee Dy WG. nd 
—— For in the Language of 
, God's rreating in a Man @ clean 
Heer s ov Goin. bim a” new Heart and 
© right it i hin; It is God's tur 
Law in the Heart, and parting Bis Fear, 
| Sink Bear of himſelf 8 4 10us Father, inia 
the imward Parts; It is God's giving Under. 
ſanding to a Perſon, and inclining bis Heart to 
Cod Tothmomes, and making hin, not forcing 
him againſt his Will, but bending his ftabborn 
Will, inclining and cnabling him, 4% walk in de 
Way of bis © Commandments, and that with De. 
light 5 It is Gi 4 Sime to return 
unto bim wie bis whole Heart, and to became one 
F bis willing People": It is God's calling Sin 
ners aut of Berta, a State of ſpiritual Ig- 
norance, inis his marvellous Light ; and turning them 
from the Power of — — and the Dominion of 
ling Love of this World, 


28 divine "Nah 
ion of Soul: It is his renewing 
— the Spirit of their Minds ; his teaching 
them, or effectually inelini 17225 and enabling them, 
10 renounce all Ungodline worldly Lab, and to 


live ſoberly, rig, "and godly in the World : 


Pal. H. 10. . n ak, 5 
Fer. xxxii. 40. "Phil calls 34, 58, 30. 
Jer. xxiv. 7. Pſal. ex. 3. | 
1 Pet. ii. 9. a0 xxvi. 18. 

Coloſ. i. 13. 2 Pet. 1. 4. 
Epheſ. iv, 23. Tit. ii. 12. 
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fole Parent of a New Creature: For he it is 


of a Man is as follows. gy 


All which, with many other ſuch like ſcriptural 
Deſcriptions anſwer to that of New Creature in 
the Text, and can ſignify nothing leſs than the 


three following Things. 


1. God bimſelf working by his boy Spirit, # the 


whom the Pfalmiſt deſires to create in him a 
clean Heart; he it is who promiſes ſaying, 6 
new Heart I will give them, Jil will write ny Law 
ip their Hearts, they ſhall return to me with their 
* ran Fea &c . God alone is the — of 
that ſavin which begins i in making a 
Sinner to 1 new Man, a New 85 
If thou art a New Creature, there is that done in 


thee and upon thee, which none but a God could 


be ſufficien © 55 & forthe alone could fo enlighten thy 
Mind, an ſuch an effectual Turn to ty 
Will.» to mee thee a New Creature. 

2. When God turns a Sinner into 4 New Crus- 
ture, be does it by 
natural Principle, which the Scri terms, a 
clean Heart, a right Spirit, the  woritien in 
the Heart, a divine Nature, the Seed of 


to ſome, 
a. New pn. 


God does towards maki 


underſtanding free Agent, him a Power 


of chooſing or refuſing the and Evil pro- 
pounded to him. (2.) He ſpeaks to him by his 


Word, — ſtirs him up to chuſe the C — 
reſuſe the Evil, by Arguments proper to wor 
pon the Attentive and Conſiderate. 0 3.) He ſo 


2 . 
1 John iii. 9. t. iv. 1 
Eph. iv. 19. Gul ir. 19 
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putting into him à new, a ſuper- 


Got, 
_ Chriſt formed in the Soul, the Life of God, 
J . of Spirits, &c r. According 


forms him an 
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Chriſtians, ſo it cannot de 
aforementioned. 


the „ is not pals Word. * 
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orders Matters by his dc, EE... 
kim for attending to and conſidering his Duty 
and Intereſt ; but after all leaves his Will unde- 
termined, does not operate on that; 
which Account of theirs as *tis contrary (communi - 
ſenſui fidelinms ) to the. ſpiritual” Senſe of many 


with the various nr 


3. This great 


Sword of the Spirit which wounds Se old Man 
to Death, and ſubdues Sinners to the Love and 


Obedience of Chriff. Of his own Will does God 


beget or te us by the Word of Truth . 
'Tis by Means of the Law convincing of Sin, 
and the Go/pel revealing Chriſt and God's free rich 
Mercy, that Sinners are perſwaded to-become New 
Creatures ; for which Reaſon. it. is that regenerate 
— eatly prize the Word of G. As new 
deſire the ſincere or pure un- 
pins Milk of the Word, that they 

grow thereby, which they can't-but do hen they 
have taſted that the Lord is gracious +. If you 
would know how precious the Word of God is 
to a regenerate Perſon, read Fſal. xix. and eſpe- 
cially cxix, which contains throughout ſignifi - 
cant of the Man's Love to, 
and Delight in, the Law or Word of his God, 
as What he had experienced the converting and 
comforting E of. *Tis God's -perfect Law 
that converteth the Soul. *Tis this Teſtimony 
of the Lord that maketh wiſe the Simple f. Faith , 
and Love to Chriſt, and true Repentance come by 
Means of the Ward of God, which therefore the 


es. fe. l 2,5 1 Pol xs. 7. 


New 


is a Nero Creature; he is, and can't hut be, a 
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n th ee C 


ever ſo, mean a Figure in the Eyes, of the World, 


renewed Perſon : For, r 

1. God h an holy 4s well 2 4 merciful Gad, 
and Chriſt is an holy as well as a 
Saviour: 
reſted. in him, muſt be ſanRif 


+ and. renewed: 


for what. Communion can the be between. Light 


and Darkneſs, the moſt. Holy One, and Souls; 
wedded to ſinſul Laiſts, unwilling to part with, 
ſinful, Pleaſures, and not. difafected — 
all ſinful Ways? 

2. Giri in + vita! quickning Head.z [* 
fore can be united to him without deriving ſpi- 
ritual) Life and from him; * I an the 
Hine, ſaid Chriſt, ye are the Branches : He that 
abideth in me and in bin, the ſame bringeth fort 
much; Fruit, for without me; or 
me, e can de nothing.. They who — 
are created in him unto mm called, in: 


» John 5. 
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Patent, whether 
8 hook Creatures ? F any. one i ia 
Chriſt, ſays the Text, ſuub an ons let him make 


They therefore who. ans er ach . 
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ork of God's Spirit on our Souls 


s. Te Suffers and 


us for. 


and 


Death that Chrift bas 
Life and Salvation for 


4 Eph. i. 10. 


prepare 


| fo, -to | procure 


p. i. 41. 


* Phili 


and endured the Curſe of the Law in their Stead 
for hat? that they ho live, or obtain Life, 
thro* him, ſhould. 
fon, but unto. him who died for them and roſe 


unto him? Shall we indy 


Darkneſs and Shadows of the. er Diſſ 


live not unto 


If he was crucified for us, ought not our 
Min (the corrupt Nature we derive from 
Adam) to be crucified. with him? If Chrift un- 
derwent ſuch a bitter i nous Death for us, 
ſhould not this Love of his conſtrain us to live 
e the Sins that Chrif 
made Satisfaction for by in our Stead? 
Did Chrift riſe again for our uſtification, and 
ſhould not we riſe to 722 1 
6. The Revavation of 8 in Chriſt b, 
made neceſſary, by Chriſt's 8 
old Legal * aud introduted a new oh. 
State of the Church. This the A le touches in 
the Words next following the The a 
Things there ſpoken of, ag the old e 
the Law of Meſes : Circumciſion, Sacrifices, Al- 
tars, the Legal Prieſthood, &c. Theſe old Thin 
which were ordained to prefi ſomewhat” of 
Chriſt;lince his Coming, and che Fulfillment of 
theſe typical — —.— in and by him, are 
paſſed away, and a new State of the Church 


ſucceeds, it, that is to continue to the Time of 
Now fince the 


Chriſt's glorious, A 


are diſpelled by. the Coming of Chriſt, and new 


- Ordinances "Xs the Place of thoſe antient, nu- 
merous, burdenſome | Inſtitutions, this adds to 


the Obligation that the People of God were al- 
ways. under, 10 be and act as New Creatures ; 


n Cur. . age) 
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2 Jieu to the New Naar. at + 
which Argument the Apoſtle again makes - uſe 
of, Heb. xii. 28. Wherefore we receiving a King- 
dom that cannot be moved, let us bave Grace where- 
by we may ſerve God acceptably with Reverence and 
a Godly Fearf—Theſe Things ſhow. that and why 
we muſt be born again. If any could be in Chriſt | 
and yet not New Creatures, it would follow, that 
the moſt holy Jeſus might admit unholy impure 
Souls to live for ever in Fellowſhip with himſelf; 

that Chriſt is a quickning Head, and yet the 
Members of his 1 might be dead in Sin; 

that tho' he ſaves he has no Authority to teach 
and govern his Church and People; that they 
who are moſt near and dear to Chriſt, are under 
no Neceſſity of loving him, and being obedient 
to him; that tho? he has died and roſe again for 


ſ them, they need not forſake their Sins, and hve 


unto Righteouſneſs ; that tho* the old Things of 
the Moſaic Diſpenſation are ſet aſide, and inſtead 

of the Darkneſs and numerous burdenſome Inſti- 

tutions of the Law, a more enlightned State is 

Introduced with a few plain eaſy Appointments, 

yet the Servants of Chriſt need not be concerned 
to ſerve him with the Reverence, and Fear of 
offending a gracious God that is recommended to 
them. But can any give into ſuch intolerably 

abſurd Suppoſitions as theſe ? Therefore, 

1. Let every one ſeriouſly examine, Whether 
he is in Chriſt, and a New Creature. We ſhould 
all of us, think about the State of our precious 
Souls with the utmoſt Concern, fearing leaſt we 


ſhould take up with any Profeſſions or Shews of 


Piety that may be without the Relation to Chrift, 


and the Renovation hinted at in the Text. —A 


Man may be baptized, a ſtated voluntary Hearer 
of the Word, and a conſtant Partaker of the 
Lord's Supper, and yet _ be a New Ga 


| 
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42 A Sermon preached with | | 
for all outward Privileges evidently differ from 


an inward Renovation.—A Man may be Orthodox 
in his Judgment, and a Zeafot for the great 


Truths of the Goſpel, and yet remain a Stranger 
to the renewing Grace of Chris Man may 
embrace a Form of Godlineſs, and ſeem to him- 
ſelf and others a New Creature, when he is not 
ſo in Reality. He may forſake ſeveral Sins for- 
merly lived in, and engage in religious Exerciſes 
once ſtatedly neglected, and yet not be /o changed 


as to be a New Creature; for every one who is 


% might with Truth and Sincerity profeſs as in 
the Particulars following. | 
(1.) Whereas I was once blind, now TI ſe, 
Whatever Notions an ungodly Man has of divine 
Things he knoweth nothing of them as he ought 


o know it, or to any good Purpoſe. The Great- | 
neſs of God, the Suitableneſs of Chrift as a Savi- 


our, the Evil of Sin, the Corruption and Mi- 


ſery of the fallen Creature, the Emptineſs of all 


earthly Enjoyments, Sc. theſe and ſuch like 


| Things of the Spirit and Word of God, the re- 


newed Soul ſees and knows very differently from 
all unconverted Perſons, who, when they come 
to be ſavingly enlightned, find that all their 
former Notions were but a Form of Knowledgt 
and Ignorance it ſelf, in Compariſon of the ſelf. 
abaſing Senſe which they now have of God, and 
the Things of God abiding in their Hearts. 

2. I thro the Law am dead to the Law that I 
might live unto God“; thro the Law, i. e. by 


Means of a due Knowledge of the Law, the 


Spirituality and Perfection of it's Commands; the 
Rigour and · Severity of it's Threatnings, as curling 


every one that falls ſhort of a perfect ſinleſs Obe- 
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24 View to the New Tear. 43 
dience in any one Inſtance *, and the End of God 
in publiſhing his holy perfect Law to Man in his 
fallen State, which is to teach him his Sinfulneſs 
and Guilt, and fo prepare him for embracing the 
Goſpel Meſſage, and ſeeking to be juſtified by 
Chriſt : By Means of thus knowing the Law, 
I am become dead to it as a Covenant of Works, 
releaſed from all Obligations to it as ſuch, and 
for ever beaten off from hoping or ſeeking to be 
accepted for my own Obedience to it, yet I am 
diſpoſed to live unio God, 5 ee 
3. ¶ hate vain Thoughts +, with all other Sins as 
Offences againſt God, but his pure ſpiritual Law 
does my Soul love. The New Creature, tho' in- 
diſpoſed for ſeeking to be juſtified by or for any 
Works of Righteouſneſs done by himſelf, is dif- 
affected to every Sin as *tis offenſive to God, and 
well affected g the whole of his Duty: He con- 
ſents and y ies to the Law of God as a perfect 
| Rule of, /Efe. n ö 
4. It grieves me to think that I have ſo much of. 
fended a great and good God, whom *tis my great 
Deſire to love and ſerve much better than I have 
ever yet dane. = EEE. 
5. J long to be releaſed from the finful Imper- 
fetion I find in my ſelf t, and chuſe to ſpend an 
Eternity in the Service and Enjoyment of God. 
6. I love, and chuſe to attend on, the Word and 
Ordinances of Chriſt as his Appointments, and 
Means of converſing with him, whom I deſire 
a nearer Conformity to, and an everlaſting Com- 
munion with, 1 | 1-199 
Let then every one call himſelf to a ſtrict Ac- 
count, This we ſhould do, as at other Times 
frequently, ſo, particularly when one Year is end- 


„ a Gal. üi. 10. + Pſal. exix. 113. + Rom. vii. 24 
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44 A Sermon preached with 
ing and another beginning. Can we underſtand- 
ingly and ſincerely profeſs as in the fix Particu- 


lars foregoing? [ Here let the Reader pleaſe to look 
back, and review thoſe Particulars, and query with 


12 bimſelf on each of them, together with the foregoing 


Account of the New Creature.) Know thy ſelf, 
faid one of the Heathen Sages. Every one ſhould 
deſire and endeavour to know the primitive State 
of Man, the ſinful miſerable State the Fall has 
reduced Mankind to, and his own preſent State 
Godward, for diſcovering of which, Let every 
one learn from the Word of God what the New 
Creature is, with the genuine Marks and Cha- 
racters of a regenerate State; then let him ſeri- 
ouſly compare himſelf therewith, adding to Con- 


verſes with the Scripture and himſelf, ſerious fre- | 


uent Addreſſes to God for Preſervation from Soul. 
eſtroying Miſtakes, and an hap comfortable 


rience of ſuch gracious ps with him, 


and Workings upon him, as are agreeable to the 
Promiſes = 4 God has ſaid, a new Heart I 
will give you, &c.—With the Year that is paſſing 
away, we ſhould be concerned to relinquiſh 

old ſinful Practices, and to, put off the old Man: 
With the Year that is coming on, let us, if hither- 
to negligent or indifferent, give up our ſelves to 
the Service of Chriſt, and put on the new Man 
This Exhortation the Apoſtle indeed ſpeaks to 
Perſons already renewed by Chriſt, whoſe putting 
off the old Man is their crucifying the Fleſh 
with the Aﬀections and Luſts of it ; and their 
utting on the New Man is their living in the 
Exerciſes of Grace, and doing what tends to 
ſtrengthen and improve the divine Principles _—_ 
in them, but tho' a Compliance with ſuch Ex- 


* Fpheſ, iv. 24. — + Galat. v. 24. | 
— SEE; hortations 


a View to the New Year. 45 
hortations ſuppoſes and is Impracticable without 
a Principle of Grace, already wrought in the 
Heart, yet when ſuch Exhortations ſpeak in the 
Word, that all are directed to read and hear, 
Sinners are thereby taught, and ſhould be excited 
to conſider their Need of, and to pray continu- 
ally for, that rene wing Grace which may enable 
them to act according to thoſe Exhortations. 

2. If we are New Creatures, what muſt we aſcribe 
it to? We muſt not, we cannot, proudly aſcribe 
it to our ſelves, but we muſt thankfully acknow- 
ledge it to be of God himſelf who firſt gave us to 
Cbrift, and then in Conſequence of our Relation 
to him as our Head, freely imparted his quick- 
ning Spirit to make us dead indeed unto Sin, and 
alive unto God thro' Chriſt. We who were dead 
in Sins God has quickned *, or made ſpiritually 
alive. Of him are we in Chriſt Feſus who of God 
is made unto ns Wiſdom, Righteouſneſs, Santtification, 


and Redemption, that according as it is written, He 


that plorieth, let bim glory in the Lord . 
j 2 


While ſome are eſteemed for their good Senſe y 
ſome for the Aﬀability and Sweetneſs of their Tem- 
pers; ſome for the Gracefulneſs of their Mien 
and Behaviour ; ſome for their learned Accom- 
pliſhments ; and ſome few for all theſe Qualifica- 
tions united; the true Chriſtian as renewed by the 


Spirit of Chriſt is, by much, more amiable and 


worthy of Eſteem, than all others who with their 
other Excellencies, want that Principle of Grace 
which conſtitutes the New Creature. For (1.) 

Such an one is indeed à Perſon of good Senſe; in 
that he has ſome good Knowledge of himſelf, 
the Grace of God, the Influences of the Spirit, 
&c. which many who ſwell with the Conceit of 


® Epheſ. ii. 5. + 1 Cor. i. 30, 31. 
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their. own. Wiſdom are unhappy Strangers to, 


(2: He is a Man of an excellent $ rit z for he 
es 


God above all, hates every Sin as *tis an 


Offence againſt God, is concerned to render to 
him due Honours, would not be unthankful for 
Mercies received, heartily deſires the Welfare of 
all, loves his very Enemies, Cc. (3.) He can't 


allow himſelf in an unbecoming Behaviour towards 


Cad, and is for acting an honeſt juſt Part towards 
all others ; as well as behaving it in the Service 
and Houſe of God, with Keverence and godly 
Fear, which many who value themſclves for their 
„ 15 Carriage, are notoriouſly defective in. 
I God has begotten us again, tis of his own 
Will, that we might be a Kind of firſt Fruits of 
His Creatures. The Righteous are on many Ac- 
counts the excellent ones of this Earth, and they 
owe their Being ſo to the Grace and Power of 
God himſelf, ' Nothing is more eſſential to the 
New Creature than Love to God, Thankfulneſs 
and Humility. . Tig by the Grace of God, and in 
Virtue of his Relation to Chriſt he is what be is. 
This he would own with pe 
nd with a due Concern to render to God according 
&$ What he has received from him. Let the 
coming Year quicken our- Reſolutions for God, 
engage us to walk rather more cloſely with him 
than ever, as they who know that the Faſhion of 
of this World paſſeth away, and he who ſitteth 
on the Throne ſaith, Bahold F make all Things 
new ®, We therefore look for new Heaven, and 
new Earth, in which every renewed Soul ſhall 
dwell with Chrift ; whe? Manner of Perſons then 


Bneſs ? Let us be diligent, in che Uſe of all the 


* | * | 
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Ordinances 


rpetual Thankfulneſs, 


ought we to be in all holy Converſation and Gods 


on * 
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Ordinances of Chriſt, that we may be found of 
him in Peace with God, without Spot and blame- 
leſs *, Let us daily, frequently, and with all poſ- 
fible Earneſtneſs, deſire of God to give us new 
Hearts, toincline us to his Teſtimonies, that ſo 
we may walk according to his Will in Newnelſs 
of Life; and that having done and ſuffered the 


Will of God in this World, we may at length 


obtain a final Settlement in that Neu Feruſalem, 
into which there ſhall in no wiſe enter any un- 
renewed Souls, (any open notorious Sinners, or 
ſecret Hy pocrites whoſe Hearts are not right with 
God) but only they who are created anew in 
Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works, and whom divine 
Grace, by its renewing ſanRifying Influence, pre- 
pares for the holy Exerciſes, njoyments and 
oy of the Heavenly State. 


2 Pet, iii. 11, 13. 14. 
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